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Presentation main points

1. Academic research is in the public interest

2. Transportation research depends on disaggregate data

3. Data collection is not the same as data sharing

4. Privacy concerns can be addressed



1. Academic research is in the public interest

ÅAcademic research generates 
new knowledge
ÅBetter understanding of how 

people, organizations behave

ÅBetter understanding leads to 
informed public policy, business 
and consumer decisions

ÅNew tools, methods, contribute to 
more efficient public investments, 
services
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1. Academic research is in the public interest

Research QualityConsiderations

ÅGeneralizability
ÅComprehensiveness
ÅIndependence/Objectivity
ÅPeer Review



1. Academic research is in the public interest
ÅImportance of travel behavior 

research
ÅChanges in travel essential to 
ǊŜŀŎƘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ DID ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
targets

ÅUnderstandings and data
ÅHistoric methods/sources no 

longer adequate

ÅContemporary challenges
ÅEmergence of new modes

ÅGreater role of private sector
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1. Academic research is in the public interest
Some example policy and planning 
questions

ÅShould the public invest in 
άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΚ

ÅHow should curb space be prioritized?

ÅShould public transit partner with 
docklessmobility or ridehail services?

ÅShould private providers be subject to 
the same regulations as public 
providers?
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2.  Transportation research depends on 
disaggregate data

Disaggregate data is far superior to aggregate data

ÅScalability
ÅProvides the base unit; can be aggregated to various levels

ÅFlexibility
ÅAllows for the broadest types of research; answer many different questions

ÅDiscoveries
ÅUnanticipated patterns, relationships

ÅDisaggregate data has long history in transport research
ÅTravel diaries, fare card traces, stated preference surveys, etc.



Some examples of research questions

ÅDo docklessmobility and ridehail services 
complement, substitute for, or add to, 
other travel modes? 

ÅWhat environmental and sociodemgraphic
factors explain usage patterns?

ÅWhat is the price elasticity of the use of 
ridehailor docklessmobility services?
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2.  Transportation research depends on 
disaggregate data


